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Music - Intent 

At Beckstone Primary School, we aim to support all children to see themselves as musicians. Through our music curriculum, children gain 
a firm understanding of what music is by listening, singing, playing, evaluating, analysing, and composing across a wide variety of 
historical periods, styles, traditions, and musical genres. We are committed to developing a curiosity for the subject, as well as an 
understanding of a range of different genres of music and their different features. It is through these features that children come to 
understand how music can be used to express themselves and their emotions. Pupils are encouraged to experiment, through 
improvisation, composition and in using a range of instruments, to find different ways in which to be creative, while at the same time 
finding a way to demonstrate their emotions in a constructive manner and relate to others. We aim to provide children with the 
opportunity to confidently progress in their creativity and expression along with working with other pupils.

Aims of the Music Curriculum 
The national curriculum for music in Key Stage 1 aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes
• play tuned and untuned instruments musically
• listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music
• experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the interrelated dimensions of music

In Key Stage 2 the curriculum develops this knowledge and skills further to ensure all pupils: 

• play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency,
control and expression

• improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the interrelated dimensions of music • listen with attention to detail and 
recall sounds with increasing aural memory

• use and understand staff and other musical notations
• appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great 

composers and musicians • develop an understanding of the history of music. 
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Music - Intent 

At Beckstone Primary School, we use the Kapow Primary music scheme. The intention behind the scheme is first and

foremost to help children to feel that they are musical, and to develop a life-long love of music. Teaching focuses on

developing the skills, knowledge and understanding that children need in order to become confident performers,

composers, and listeners. The curriculum introduces children to music from all around the world and across

generations, teaching childrento respect and appreciate the music of all traditions and communities.

Children will develop the musical skills of singing, playing tuned and untuned instruments, improvising and

composing music, and listening and responding to music. They will develop an understanding of the history and

cultural context of the music that they listen to and learn how music can be written down.

Through music, the curriculum helps children develop transferable skills such as team-working, leadership, creative

thinking, problem-solving, decision-making, and presentation and performance skills. These skills are vital to

children’s development as learners and havea wider application in their general lives outside and beyond school.

Kapow Primary’s Music scheme of work enables pupils to meet the end of key stage attainment targets

outlined in the national curriculum and the aims of the scheme align with those in the national curriculum.
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How is our music scheme organised?

The inter-related dimensions of music are:
• Pulse
• Pitch
• Duration
• Dynamics
• Tempo
• Timbre
• Texture
• Structure
• Appropriate musical notation
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Model Music Curriculum: Instrumental scheme

The DfE’s Model Music Curriculum 2021 states that:

‘In Years 3 or 4, it is recommended that each class should start a whole-class instrumental programme lasting a minimum of 
one term...Opportunities for development should continue beyond the mandatory term.’ 

At Beckstone Primary, we teach the Instrumental scheme in Year A of LKS2. Each unit of lessons focuses on music from a 
different part of the world and features a bespoke piece of music composed specifically for the scheme and includes sheet 
music, performance and backing tracks. We focus on South Africa and the Caribbean as in LKS2, the children learn about Egypt 
and in UKS2, they study the Windrush. Therefore, they can make musical, cultural and historical links across subjects.

The lessons are written for tuned percussion instruments because they are accessible for
non-specialists to teach and are effective for learning notation because the note names 
are written on the bars.
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EYFS - KS2
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