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Music - Implementation

Our music scheme takes a holistic approach to music, in which the individual strands below are woven together to 
create engaging and enriching learning experiences.

• Performing

• Listening

• Composing

• The history of music

• The interrelated dimensions of music

Each five lesson unit combines these strands within a topic designed to capture the pupil’s imagination and 
encourage them to explore music enthusiastically. Over the course of the scheme, children will be taught how to sing 
fluently and expressively and ply tuned and untuned instruments accurately and with control. 
They will learn to recognise and name interrelated dimensions of music – pitch, duration, tempo, timbre, structure, 
texture and dynamics –and use these expressively in their own improvisations and compositions.

The instrumental scheme lessons complement the Kapow scheme of work and allow lower key stage pupils to 
develop their expertise in using a tuned instrument for a minimum of one term as recommended in the Model music 
curriculum.
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Music - Implementation

Sequencing and Planning
In each lesson, pupils will actively participate in musical activities drawn from a range of styles and traditions, 
developing their musical skills and their understanding of how music works. Lessons incorporate a range of teaching 
strategies from independent tasks, paired and group work as well as improvisation and teacher-led performances. 
Lessons are ‘hands-on’ and incorporate movement and dance elements, as well as making cross curricular links with 
other areas of learning.

All modules contain unit outcomes and key skills which 
provide clear direction for teaching music.
National Curriculum objectives are highlighted and teaching is supported by 
success criteria. 

This success criteria provides children with a framework for self 
assessment and teachers with a framework for feedback.

Each plan contains an attention grabber, to anchor the
children’s interest, a main event, differentiation and a
plenary.
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Music – Implementation

Knowledge organisers for each unit support pupils by providing a highly visual record of the key knowledge and 
techniques learned, encouraging recall of skills processes, key facts and vocabulary. 
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Vocabulary
Vocabulary forms a key part of our wider curriculum. Kapow also provide a progression of musical vocabulary to 
allow teachers knowledge of what vocabulary has already been introduced and how they build on this already learnt 
vocabulary. Children are encouraged to use the correct musical vocabulary when discussing their work, others work 
and musical styles and techniques. 

Teacher videos are used to support teaching and learning in music. They are created by subject specialists to help 
teachers understand musical vocabulary and how to teach this. Teachers and children learn and apply skills together, 
discussing and comparing outcomes. 
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Music – Implementation

Whiteboard resources provide musical stimuli, key questions and activities for each lesson.
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Music – Implementation

Assessment
Teacher and self-assessment in music is ongoing throughout each unit. Teachers use this ongoing assessment to 
develop sessions to enable pupils to deepen their musical knowledge and proficiency. Units are planned to ensure all 
areas of the musical curriculum are covered enabling pupils to listen to and appraise contrasting or complimentary 
musical pieces understanding the interrelated elements of music, play and sing to reinforce key techniques or styles, 
improvise using elements of the skills or knowledge taught leading to short compositions and group or individual 
performance. 

FFT Aspire is used to record progress after each unit. 
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Music – Implementation

Resources
Where appropriate, music modules will include high quality texts for pupils to engage with. As a school, we have 
access to Curriculum Visions to ensure our subject content has supporting materials which can be accessed by pupils 
in school and at home



Music – Implementation
Cross Curricular Links 

Music features across the curriculum in a variety of ways, from songs which are sung in core and foundations subjects to 
our Continents Song in assembly!  Using music is a powerful tool in supporting cognition and building our key values to  
promote, reflection, discussion and collective identity through group singing and performance. 

We also have a weekly singing assembly led by our Head and Deputy Head teacher. In this assembly the interrelated 
elements of music are reinforced encouraging students to use their voices and physicality to explore tone, dynamics, 
harmony, tempo etc. to produce vocal performances. All children perform a class assembly each year for their school 
and family to enjoy. This song illustrates their learning and enables the children to enjoy sharing their singing talents. 
Christmas and Harvest performances are also set to music and are performed in school and in our local church.

Additionally, music is played through a specially installed indoor speaker system throughout the day. Children arrive on 
site to uplifting and inspiring music ready to set the tone for the day ahead, transition to classical music reinforcing calm
and focused transitions.

At Beckstone Primary school, we have a fantastic choir open to anyone in Key Stage 2. The choir meet weekly to practise
new songs which they perform in the Young Voices Concert at the Manchester Arena.

We share our singing across our community- performing in a number of care homes and for the Over 55’s club at 
Christmas. The Autumn Term culminates in community Carol Singing in Harrington Square.
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